
MendoParks Decides to End Operations at Standish Hickey SRA 
 

After more than six years of operating Standish Hickey State Recreation Area, the board of the 
Mendocino Area Parks Association (MendoParks) has decided not to renew the contract for operating the 
park. MendoParks’ current agreement term ends October 31, 2018. 
 
It has been an incredible experience for MendoParks, a small nonprofit with four employees located in coastal 
Mendocino, to take on operations of a unit of California’s state park system located an hour and a half away 
on Hwy 101 near Leggett. When the park was closed in February 2012, after months of proposals and threats 
to close it and 69 other parks across the state, MendoParks knew it could not stand by. MendoParks had 
become involved with Team Standish, a local grassroots effort created to identify ways to keep the park open 
and accessible to the public. After working for many months with Team Standish to successfully present a 
partnership agreement to CA State Parks, we reopened the park on July 6, 2012. In those early days it was a 
challenge, and we had a steep learning curve. With our newly hired park staff, we had to quickly become 
proficient in what it meant to assume daily operations for a 1,000 acre park with 162 campsites in three 
distinct campgrounds, ten miles of trails that traverse the Eel River, a popular 20’ deep swimming hole, and 
old-growth redwoods that have existed for thousands of years. 
 
Over the past six years, we’re proud that we’ve maintained public access to this well-loved recreation area 
that is a prime gateway to the North Coast redwood region. We have been pleased to help long time visitors 
continue family traditions of visiting the park, and help others create new memories and traditions in the park. 
We take tremendous pride that during our stewardship we have provided an outdoor education and 
recreation experience for more than 100,000 park visitors. 
 
Taking on Standish Hickey in 2012 and extending our operating commitment for another two years in 2016 
was an ambitious undertaking that pushed us to stretch our mission, organizational resources, and capacity. 
While we were glad to step forward to take on that important role, continuing to do so could prove to have a 
negative impact on our 34-year old mission to support and improve parks on the Mendocino Coast. Another 
key factor in our decision was the recent infusion of additional funding to CA State Parks, as well as the 
department’s transformation and reorganization efforts that are providing them with more flexibility and 
capacity to return to their park operations role at Standish-Hickey SRA. 
 
The journey these past six years has been a valuable one for so many reasons. It is a journey that has 
reinforced the value and power of partnerships. Without the partnership with Team 
Standish from day one, there would not have been any viable proposal for MendoParks or any other nonprofit 
to operate Standish-Hickey. We were very fortunate to have connected with Jeff Hedin, who has truly been a 
force of nature for the park, and we gladly invited him onto our MendoParks board in 2012. We were also 
fortunate to find and hire a great staff of dedicated individuals who have worked daily, year round, to keep 
the park in tip top shape for our visitors.  
 
Generous, early funding came from the California State Parks Foundation, who granted MendoParks 
unrestricted operating funds for the first three years of our operations. The Save the Redwoods League 
provided critical funding early on as well, to help install the seasonal bridge, repair water tanks at the park, 
and for a grant to provide redwood education in the park. We established an internship program with 
Humboldt State University, partnering to give students in the Recreation Department real-world experience 
giving park visitors interpretation and education programming. And although CA State Parks was not officially 
managing the park these past six years, we gratefully maintained a close working relationship with the North 
Coast Redwoods District staff, and especially appreciated their help last year in the aftermath of the winter 
storms that caused significant damage throughout the park. 



 
While we are not going to continue operation of Standish Hickey past October 31, we remain committed to 
our mission of inspiring and ensuring stewardship of the state parks in Mendocino County. We are maintaining 
our historic focus on parks on the coast and look forward to continuing our ongoing discussions with CA State 
Parks for a smooth transition. 


