
Dear Park Supporter, 

You know that our state parks are important not just for recreation, but for respite 
and refuge from the stresses of our lives.

A walk under the redwoods, a stroll along a blu� top, or simply having the ability to gaze out to sea, 
listening to the waves, breathing in the fresh ocean breeze.  You need to know that these special 
places, our state parks, which make some of the most meaningful experiences in our lives possible, 
will be there, when you need them most, open and accessible, with facilities and trails in good 
repair.

The Mendocino Area Parks Association (MAPA) is committed to keeping our parks open, thriving 
and accessible, sponsoring programs and projects to inspire the next generation of park stewards. 

As an organization with over 30 years of service in the support of our state parks, we’d like to think 
our work speaks for itself, but in actuality, much of what we do has been successfully accomplished 
behind the scenes. Often, when I begin telling people - even longtime residents - what we do, they 
will say something to the e�ect of, “Wait, that’s MAPA?”

Perhaps you passed a group of school kids on a field trip last time you were visiting MacKerricher 
state park. Chances are, that was MAPA.

Maybe you’ve seen a group of hikers and their guide gathering to watch whales o� the Mendocino 
Headlands one sunny morning. Or enjoyed the exhibits and information at the Ford House Visitor 
Center and Museum, including the scale model of the town of Mendocino as it was in 1890. Could 
be that you have heard about or attended the festive World Championship Abalone Cook-o�, or 
about e�orts to preserve and protect the iconic Spring Ranch Barns in Van Damme. Those are all 
MAPA too. 

In addition, MAPA provides operational support for visitor centers, and raises funds for major park 
improvement projects in MacKerricher, Mendocino Headlands (Ford House), Van Damme, and 
Elk/Greenwood state parks. 

November 28th, 2017 The Mendocino Area Parks Association’s primary focus begins and ends with 
education in our parks. We support the salaries of three seasonal interpreters and purchase 
the supplies and equipment needed to keep the educational programs in our parks vibrant and 
e�ective.

The MAPA program that people are most surprised to learn about is the operational support of 
Standish-Hickey State Recreation Area. Since 2012, MAPA has provided maintenance, visitor 
services, educational programing, and administration of this 161 campsite campground. Through 
MAPA’s e�orts, this park, and its amazing 20’ deep swimming hole on the South Fork of the Eel 
River, is kept open and accessible for camping and day use.

In large and small ways MAPA enriches and expands the visitor experience at the 
state parks in Mendocino County.  And it is time for MAPA to get the word out! We have 
launched a new website, www.mendoparks.org, and a newly formatted monthly e-news will be 
coming your way (if you opt to receive it) after the first of the year. A blog is in the works, and we 
can be followed on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We have listened and heard that the volun-
teer process needs to be streamlined. Soon we will have multiple volunteer opportunities listed on 
our website, and are working with state parks to develop a comprehensive volunteer training 
program.

One of our seasonal Interpreter/Naturalists told me she likes to end her history hikes with this 
quote by author Michael Crichton; “If you do not know history, you do not know any-
thing. You are like a leaf that does not know it is part of a tree.” Our state parks a�ord 
us the opportunity to learn a bit more about the “tree” we are all a part of.

MAPA, also like a tree, has an extensive and well established root system with branches extending 
into many parks. You, our supporters, donors and volunteers are the leaves – bringing essential 
energy and vitality to the tree.

Help us work toward a future in which our children and grandchildren have the same opportunities 
that we do (or better) to use and enjoy our state parks. A future that ensures well-maintained trails, 
open and welcoming visitor centers, and educational programs that inspire stewardship of our 
parks. 

Please consider making a donation to MAPA. Your generosity will ensure that 
your state parks will always be here when they are needed most! 

With Gratitude,

Jenny Heckeroth, Executive Director
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